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aircraft bombed several Turkish military posts on the frontier of 
Palestine. 

THE WAR IN AFRICA, 1916. 

Early in February a considerable German force was driven from 
Cameroon into Spanish Guinea, where it was interned. The conquest 
of the province was completed by the surrender of the last German 
garrison on February 18. General Smuts, in command of the British 
forces in German East Africa, continued his advance with success. 
Another British force entered that country from Rhodesia. The 
Germans were defeated in several small engagements, and the seat of 
government surrendered on September 4. At the end of the year, 
only about one quarter of the province still remained in the hands 
of the Germans. 

NAVAL WARFARE, 1916. 

The command of the sea had passed absolutely into the hands of 
the Allies. No German merchant ship ventured to make its appear
ance on the high seas. The German efforts to destroy the commerce of 
the Allies were limited to the activity of a single light cruiser and to 
submarine attacks. The British Grand Fleet, having its base in the 
magnificent harbour of Scapa Flow, encircled by the Orkney islands, 
kept undisputed possession of the North sea. The lesser channels 
into this fine sheet of water were blocked with impassable obstacles, 
the two large entrances guarded by batteries of heavy guns and a 
double barrier of steel nets provided with gates to admit the passage 
of ships. A ring of observation balloons constantly hovered over the 
islands. Many hundreds of mine sweepers and destroyers kept 
constant watch and ward without. From this secure lair, thronged 
with countless colliers, tenders, and store ships of all kinds, squadrons 
of cruisers, battle cruisers and battle ships attended by aircraft 
went forth periodically to scour the sea. Communication between all 
parts of the Grand Fleet was maintained by wireless telegraphy. 

On the afternoon of May 31, the battle cruiser division of the 
fleet, under Vice-Admiral Sir David Beatty, consisting of six ships, 
sighted a squadron of five similar German vessels, which retired 
southeastward toward the main body of the German fleet, then out 
of sight. Beatty gave chase at once. I t was about 2.30 p.m. Rather 
more than an hour later, the action began at a range of 18,500 yards. 
A few minutes afterwards a vast column of black smoke shot into the 
air to a great height from the " Indefatigable ", the rear ship of 
Beatty's squadron. When it cleared away that vessel had disappeared. 
Only two men of its crew of nine hundred were picked up. Shortly 
afterwards some ships of the fifth British battle squadron came up 
and opened fire at a range of 20,000 yards, and the third ship in the 
German line was soon seen to be on fire. A little later the British 
battle cruiser, " Queen Mary ", blew up from the explosion of her 
magazine, and only twenty of her crew of one thousand persons were 
saved. The action had continued on parallel courses for about an 
hour when three divisions of the German battle fleet were descried 
approaching. The British squadrons then stood away on a north
westerly course, which would bring them closer to the remainder of 


